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MINUTES. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  ojt  Connecticut,  at  the 
house  of  Rev.  Francis  L.  Robbins,  in  Enfield,  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  June,  1835.     Present, 


Rev.  Messrs. 
Francis  L.  Robbins, 
Samuel  Spring, 
Charles  Bentley, 
Joab  Brace, 
Zebulon  Crocker, 
Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D., 
Bezaleel  Pinneo, 
Stephen  Hubbel, 
Stephen  Dodd, 
Samuel  N.  Shepard, 
Judson  A.  Root, 
Abel  M'Ewen, 
Spafford  D.  Jewett, 
Charles  Thompson, 
Thomas  F.  Davies, 
Charles  A.  Boardman, 
Abner  Brundage, 
Nathaniel  M.  Urmston, 
Asa  King, 
Jesse  Fisher, 
Anson  S.  Atwood, 
James  Beach, 
Frederick  Grid  ley, 
Epaphras  Goodman, 
Laurens  P.  Hickok, 
Thomas  L.  Shiprnan, 
Gordon  Hayes, 
Aaron  Hovey, 
Stephen  A.  Loper, 
Tertius  S.  Clarke, 
Chauncey  Lee,  D.  D. 
Rodney  G.  Dennis, 
Moses  B.  Church, 
John  Woodbridjre,  D.  D. 
Joseph  Treat, 


From 
Hartford  North  Association. 

Hartford  South- 

New  Haven  West. 

New  Haven  East. 

New  London. 


\  Fairfield  West. 


Fairfield  East. 


Windham. 


Litchfield  North. 


Litchfield  South. 


Middlesex. 


(  Tolland. 
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Genera]  Assembly  of  the  Presbyte- 

rian  Church  in  the  United  Stales. 


James  Bradford,  }  General  Asso.  of  Massachusetts. 

Orrin-  r  owler,  $ 

William  Mitchell,  }  General  Convention  of  Vermont. 

Archibald  Burgess,  }  General  Asso.  of  New  Hampshire. 

Thomas  T.  Waterman,  }  Evan.  Consociation  of  R.  Island. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Davies  was  chosen  Scribe ;  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Day,  D.  D.,  Moderator;  and  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Shipman,  Assistant 
Scribe. 

Certificates  of  membership  were  read,  and  the  session  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  the  Moderator. 

The  Rules  of  Order  were  read. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Beach,  M'Ewen,  Waterman,  Burgess,  and  Rob- 
bins  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Overtures.  Committee  of  Over- 
tures reported  in  part :  Report  accepted. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Congregational  Association 
of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  whereupon,  Messrs.  Beach,  M'Ewen,  and 
Shepard  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  report  on  said  communication. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Brace,  M'Ewen,  Hickok,  Fowler,  Waterman, 
and  Burgess  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  report  on  the  State  of  Re- 
ligion in  the  churches  connected  with  this  Association  and  corres- 
ponding Bodies. 

Recess  till  half-past  2  o'clock. 

Business  being  resumed :  The  Trustees  of  the  Everest  Fund  re- 
ported. Report  accepted.  (See  Appendix,  No.  I.)  The  following 
persons  were  appointed  Trustees  of  that  Fund,  viz  :  Rev.  Allen 
M'Lean,  Benjamin  Ely,  Esq.,  Horace  Cowles,  Esq.,  and  Rev.  Jairus 
Burt. 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Everest  Fund,  be  requested,  in 
their  next  annual  report  to  this  Body,  to  state  the  maimer  in  which 
said  Fund  was  created,  the  conditions  on  which  it  stands,  and  the 
uses  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied. 

The  Committee  on  a  communication  from  the  Congregational  Asso- 
ciation of  N.  York,  reported,  that  in  view  of  the  documents  presented  to 
them  from  that  Body,  they  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Rev.  Pin- 
dar Field  be  admitted  to  sit  as  a  corresponding  member  of  this  Body 
during  the  present  session.  Report  accepted  ;  whereupon,  Mr.  Field 
was  invited  to  sit  with  the  Association. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Association  was  read 
and  accepted.     (See  Appendix,  No.  II.) 

At  3  o'clock,  attended  public  worship,  when  the  Associational  Ser- 
mon was  preached  by  Rev.  Anson  S.  Atwood,  from  Matt.  21  :  43. 

The  votes  of  the  several  District  Associations  in  relation  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  General  Association,  that  the  Register  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Association  be  members  of  the  same  ex-officio,  were 
communicated,  when  it  was  found  that  a  plurality  had  voted  against 
concurrence. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Spring  was  chosen  Treasurer  of  the  General 
Association. 


The  Rev.  Messrs.  Nathan  Perkins,  D.  I).,  Calvin  Chapin,  D.  D., 
Jeremiah  Day.  D.  D.,  Matthew  Noyes,  Cornelius"!?.  Everest,  Daniel 
Smith,  Thomas  Punderson,  Daniel  Dow,  James  Beach,  Samuel  K. 
Andrew,  Aaron  Hovey,  and  William  Ely,  were  appointed  to  certify 
the  regular  standing  of  travelling  ministers. 

The  Rev.  Nathan  Perkins,  D.  D.  was  appointed  to  preach  the 
Concio  ad  Clerum  at  the  next  Commencement  of  Yale  College. 

Whereas  the  Congregational  Association  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
having  requested  a  permanent  union  as  a  corresponding  Body  with  this, 
and  their  Constitution  and  Confession  of  Faith,  as  submitted,  having 
been  read  and  carefully  considered  : 

Resolved.  That  the  Congregational  Association  of  the  State  of  New 
York  be  admitted  to  union  with  us  on  the  same  terms  of  correspond 
ence  as  the  Ecclesiastical  Bodies  in  New  England. 

Heard  Reports  from  the  delegates  to  foreign  Ecclesiastical  Bodies. 

Adjourned  till  half-past  7  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday  morning,  half-past  7  o'clock,  June  17. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.     Prayer  by  the  Moderator. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Boardman,  Shepard,  and  Dennis  were  appointed  a 
Committee  for  receiving  the  Ecclesiastical  Statistics  of  the  Churches. 

The  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Con- 
necticut was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  directed  to  be  printed  with  the 
Minutes.     {See  Appendix,  JVo.  III.) 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Davies,  Boardman,  and  Lee,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  nominate  Directors  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Con- 
necticut Auxiliary  to  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society.  Com- 
mittee reported  :  Whereupon  the  following  persons  were  appointed 
by  ballot :  Rev.  Joel  Hawes,  D.  D.,  Jonathan  Brace,  Esq.,  John  Cald- 
urll,  Esq.,  Seth  Terry,  Esq.,  Rev.  Noah  Porter,  D.  D.,  Samuel  J. 
Hitchcock,  Esq.,  John  Hall,  Esq.,  Rev.  Nathan  Perkins,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
Caleb  J.  Tenney,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Timothy  P.  Gillett,  Rev.  Edward  Bull, 
Thomas  C.  Perkins,  Esq.,  Rev.  Thomas  Punderson,  Jonathan  Barnes, 
Esq.,  Rev.  Bennet  Tyler,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Daniel  G.  Sprague,  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Spring,  and  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon. 

The  following  delegates  were  appointed  to  foreign  Bodies  : 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  Rev. 
Messrs.  Charles  A.  Boardman,  Chauncey  Booth,  Tertius  S.  Clarke, 
principals ;  Thomas  F.  Davies,  William  Ely,  and  Chester  Colton, 
substitutes.     [Meeting  in  May,  1836.] 

To  the  General  Association  of  Massachusetts  ;  Rev.  Messrs.  Henry 
Robinson,  and  David  L.  Ogden,  principals;  Samuel  Spring,  and  Zel>- 
ulon  Crocker,  substitutes.     [Meeting  4th  Tuesday  of  June,  1836.] 

To  the  General  Association   of  New   Hampshire;  Rev.  Mes 
Charles  J.  Hinsdale,  and  Abraham  Brown,  principals  ;  Judson  A.  Root, 
and  Bezaleel  Pinneo,  substitutes.  [Meeting  1st  Tuesday  of  Sept.  1835.] 

To  the  General  Convention  of  Vermont ;  Rev.  Messrs.  Samuel 
Nutt,  1).  D.,  and  Henry  Fuller,  principals;  Abel  M'Ewen,  and  The. 
ophilua  Smith,  substitutes.     [Meeting  2d  Tuesday  of  Sept  1835.] 


To  the  Evangelical  Consociation  of  Rhode  Island ;  Rev.  Messrs. 
ErastusCole,  and  Reuben  Torrey,  principals  ;  Frederick  W.  Chapman, 
and  George  J.  Tillotson,  substitutes.  [Meeting  at  Barrington,  2d  Tues- 
day of  June,  1836.] 

To  the  General  Conference  of  Maine  ;  Rev.  Messrs.  Epaphras 
Goodman,  and  Gordon  Hayes,  principals  ;  Hiram  P.  Arms,  and  Co- 
lumbus Shumway,  substitutes.    [Meeting  4th  Tuesday  of  June,  1836.] 

Rev.  Messrs.  Urmston  and  M'Ewen  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  nominate  delegates  to  the  Congregational  Association  of  N.  York. 
Committee  reported  ;  whereupon,  Rev.  Messrs.  Abner  Brundage  and 
James  Beach  were  chosen  principals ;  Leonard  Bacon  and  Charles 
Bcntley,  substitutes,  to  the  Congregational  Association  of  New  York. 
[Meeting  at  Paris,  on  the  Thursday  preceding  the  last  Sabbath  of 
August,  1835.] 

Heard  addresses  in  behalf  of  common  schools  in  Indiana,  by  Rev. 
Amos  Blanchard  ;-r- of  the  American  Peace  Society,  by  Rev.  George 
C.  Beckwith, — and  the  American  Tract  Society,  by  Rev.  Oman  East- 
man. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Hickok  and  Pinneo  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  peace.     Committee  reported  :   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Body  highly  approve  of  the  objects  and  efforts 
of  the  American,  Connecticut,  and  other  Peace  Societies,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  universal  peace,  and  commend  them  to  the  prayers  and 
patronage  of  the  Christian  community. 

Resolved,  That  ministers  of  the  Gospel  connected  with  this  Asso- 
ciation, be  requested  to  preach  on  this  subject,  at  least  once  a-year, 
and  the  churches  to  observe  the  annual  concert  of  prayer  for  the  prev- 
alence of  peace  through  the  world. 

The  Committee  upon  the  State  of  Religion  reported.  Report  ac- 
cepted ;  and  after  some  alterations,  was  adopted,  and  directed  to  be 
printed  with  the  Minutes.     (See  Appendix,  No.  IV.) 

Recess  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Convened  at  2  o'clock. 

Voted,  That  our  Minutes  shall  be  a  certificate  of  the  appointment 
of  delegates  to  foreign  Bodies. 

The  Committee  on  Ecclesiastical  Statistics  reported.  Report  ac- 
cepted. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Allen  M'Lean,  Joab  Brace,  Stephen  Hubbcl,  Timo- 
thy P.  Gillett,  Herman  L.  Vaill,  Charles  A.  Boardman,  John  Blatch- 
ford,  George  J.  Tillotson,  Epaphras  Goodman,  Thomas  L.  Shipman, 
Tetrius  S.  Clarke,  and  Moses  B.  Church,  were  appointed  a. Commit- 
tee to  procure  Statistics  of  the  Churches  in  their  respective  Associa- 
tions, and  forward  them  to  the  next  General  Association. 

Attended  public  worship,  and  united  with  the  church  in  Enfield,  in 
the  celebration  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper. 

The  Committee  to  whom  w  us  referred  the  subject  of  Church 
Psalmody  reported,  that  they  have  examined,  with  some  care,  a  num- 
ber of  different  versions  and  compilations  of  Psalms  and  Hymnis,  de- 


signed  to  be  nsc«l  in  public  worship  ,  and  while  some  oi  them  may 
present  a  greater  variety,  botli  of  subject  and  metre,  and  perhaps 
some  improvement  in  arrangements  and  lyrical  expression,  yet  they 
find  no  occasion  to  suggest  to  this  Body  any  new  recommendation  to 
the  churches  on  this  subject.     Report  accepted  and  adopted. 

A  communication  from  the  Rev.  Justin  Edwards,  and  others,  was 
received  :  Whereupon  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
adopted,  viz  : 

As  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  all  persons  should  remember  the  Sab- 
bath day  and  keep  it  holy,  and  as  obedience  to  his  will  in  this  respect, 
is  essential  to  the  social,  civil,  and  religious  interests  of  man,  and  as 
every  person  is  under  obligation  to  use  all  suitable  means  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  object :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  running  of  Stages,  Boats,  Cars,  and  other 
vehicles  of  conveyance  for  purposes  of  worldly  business,  amusement, 
or  profit,  and  also  the  travelling  in  them,  on  the  Sabbath,  are,  in  our 
view,  immoralities,  and  ought  to  be  universally  abandoned. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  patronizing  of  such  establishments,  thus  viola- 
ting the  Sabbath,  by  knowingly  and  deliberately  vesting  stock  in  them, 
is,  in  our  view,  morally  wrong,  and  ought  also  to  be  abandoned. 

Resolved,  3.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  persons,  especially  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  and  members  of  Christian  churches,  by  precept  and  ex- 
ample, by  the  diffusion  of  information  and  the  exertion  of  kind  moral 
influence,  perseveringly  to  make  efforts  to  secure  universally,  and  to 
perpetuate  the  proper  observance  of  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

Adjourned  to  7  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Domestic  Missionary  Society  of 
Connecticut  Auxiliary  to  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society. 
The  Aiuiual  Reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  read,  ac- 
cepted, and  directed  to  be  printed.  Addresses  were  made  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  Leonard  Bacon,  T.  T.  Waterman,  and  Theron  Baldwin. 

Thursday,  June  18. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.     Prayer  by  the  Moderator. 

Andrew  Kingsbury,  Esq.  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  Missionary 
Society  of  Connecticut,  and  Rev.  Horace  Hooker,  Auditor. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  for  preparing  a  Pastoral  Letter  to  our 
Churches  be  discharged  from  the  'duty  assigned  them. 

Voted,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  be  held  at 
Norfolk,  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Joseph  Eldredge,  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  June,  1836. 

Rev.  Messrs.  A.  M'Lcan,  Z.  Crocker,  A.  M.  Train,  Z.  Whitmore, 
S.  D.  Jewett,  E.  Hale,  J.  Blatchford,  N.  S.  Hunt,  W.  Smith,  G.  L. 
Brownell,  T.  S.  Clarke,  and  W.  Ely,  were  appointed  Receivers  of 
Money  in  their  respective  Associations. 

Rev.  Samuel  Spring  was  appointed  to  superintend  the  printing  ami 
distribution  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Body. 

Voted,  That  a  Tax  of  twenty-five  cents  be  collected  from  the  pas- 
tors in  the  churches  coiuiected  with  the  General  Association. 
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Voted,  That  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  Hawes,  D.  D.,  A.  M'Ewen,S.  Spring, 
C.  Chapin,  D.  D.,  and  B.  Tyler,  D.  D.,  be  a  committee  to  revise  the 
Rules  of  this  Body,  and  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Body  be  made  to  the  people  of  En- 
field, for  their  courteous  and  Christian  hospitality  during  the  present 
meeting  ;  and  to  the  choir  of  singers,  for  their  appropriate  and  accep- 
table services. 

Voted,  That  the  above  be  accepted  as  the  true  Minutes  of  this  Body. 

The  closing  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Archibald  Burgess,  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Adjourned  sine  die. 

JEREMIAH  DAY,  Moderator. 

Thomas  F.  Davies,      )  Scribes. 
Thomas  L.  Shipman,  $ 

Enfield,  June  18,  1835. 


APPENDIX. 


NO.  I. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Everest  Fund. 

To  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut,  to  be  convened  at  Enfield  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  June,  1835,  the  Committee  on  the  Everest  Fund  -present  their 
Annual  Report. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  at  Simsbury,  September  1,  1834,  present, 
Benjamin  Ely  and  Horace  Cowles,  Esqrs.  and  Rev.  Jairus  Burt ;  appropriations 
were  unanimously  made,  and  have  been  paid,  as  stated  below. 

Interest  Account. 

1834.  June  1.     Balance  in  Treasury, 

1835.  June  1.     Interest  received  since  June  1,  1834, 


1834.     Sept.  1.     Paid  expenses  of  Committee, 

9.     Donation  to  Connecticut  Bible  Society, 
23.     Donation  to  Dom.  Miss.  Society  of  Connecticut, 
Oct.  11.     Donation  to  American  Bible  Society, 
Donation  to  American  Tract  Society, 
Balance  in  the  Treasury, 


$     5  27 

245  78 

$251  05 

1  00 

50  00 

70  00 

50  00 

75  00 

5  05 

$251  05 

In  behalf  of  tho  Committee, 
Simsbury,  June  1,  1835. 


B.  ELY,  Treasurer. 
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NO.  II. 

Account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Association. 

General  Association  of  Connecticut  in  account  with  Samuel  Spring, 

Treasurer. 

1834.  Dr. 

Sept.  1.     To  paid   Peter  B.  Gleason  &;  Co.'s  Bill  for  printing 

Minutes,  -  -  -  $61  34 

Discounted,         2  64 

$58  70 

1834.  Supra. 

June  17.  By  Balance  of  old  account  rendered  at  Vernon, 
Cash  from  District  Associations,  viz  : 
Fairfield  West,  per  Rev.  Theoph.  Smith — arrearages, 

Tax  for  1833, 

Middlesex,  per  Rev.  William  Case, 
New  Haven  East,  per  Rev.  Mr.  Whitmorc, 
New  Haven  West,  per  Rev.  Mr.  Bacon, 
Fairfield  East,  per  Rev.  Mr.  Blatchford, 
New  London,  per  Rev.  Mr.  Hyde, 
Litchfield  North,  per  Rev.  Mr.  Carrington, 
Litchfield  South,  per  Rev.  Mr.  Shipman — arrearages^   5  50 

Tax  for  1833,    2  63 

8  13 


Cr. 

$ 

15  57 

9  50 

3  75 



13  25 

3  00 

3  00 

3  75 

3  25 

4  50 

4  25 

$58  70 


1835.    Received  of  Tax  laid  in  1834. 
May  6.         From  Rev.  Mr.  Ely,  for  Tolland  Association, 

17.            "  "  Mr.  Brace,  for  Hartford  South, 

"  "  Mr.  Nash,  Hartford  North, 

June  9.            "  "  Mr.  Hough,  Windham, 

17.            "  "  Mr.  Hubbel,  New  Haven  West, 

"  "  Mr.  Whitmore,  Now  Haven  East, 

"  "  Mr.  Jewett,  New  London, 

"  "  Mr.  Boardman,  Fairfield  West, 

"  "  Mr.  Blatchford,  Fairfield  East, 

"  "  Mr.  Goodman,  Litchfield  North, 

"  "  Mr.  Shipman,  Litchfield  South, 

"  Middlesex, 


2  00 

1  87$ 

2  75 

2  62J 

1  87£ 

i  m 

2  12J 

1  75 

1  25 

1  75 

1  37$ 

1  75 

Cash  in  Treasurer's  hands,  $22  50 

SAMUEL  SPRING,  Treasurer. 


East  Hartford,  June  17,  1835. 
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NO.  III. 

Report  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut. 

To  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut,  to  be  convened  at  Enfield,  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  June,  1835,  the  Trustees  of  the  Society  res- 
pectfully present  the  following  Report : 

Christian  Friends  and  Brethren  : — 

The  receipts  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut,  for  the  year 
ending  January  1,  1835,  were  $3,446  38.  There  was  expended  du- 
ring the  same  period,  $1,300  43.  No  addition  was  made,  the  past 
year,  to  the  Permanent  Fund,  which  now  amounts  to  $29,877  43. 

The  receipts  are  larger  than  can  be  reckoned  on,  from  year  to  vear, 
from  the  regular  sources  of  income,  belonging  to  the  Society.  The 
interest  of  the  Permanent  Fund  is  all  upon  which  the  Trustees,  in 
forming  their  plans,  can  place  reliance.  Donations  and  legacies  will 
probably  be  received,  occasionally ;  but  in  making  appointments  and 
incurring  expenses,  only  the  avails  of  the  Permanent  Fund  can  safely 
ho  taken  into  the  account.  If  the  resources  of  the  Society  are  enlar- 
ged, by  donations  and  legacies,  the  operations  can  be  extended  to  a 
corresponding  degree  ; — but  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  anticipate  these 
resources,  in  plans  for  future  action.  This  is  one  reason  why  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Board,  the  past  year,  were  less  than  the  receipts. 
Another  reason  is,  that  the  Board  were  changing  their  mode  of  ope- 
rations, on  the  Western  Reserve,  to  which  their  attention  is  now  ex- 
clusively bestowed.  They  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  make  new  ap- 
pointments, until  the  arrangements  contemplated,  were  carried  into 
effect* 

The  new  organization  has  been  completed.  The  principles  on 
which  a  Board  of  Directors,  to  act  for  the  Trustees  of  this  Society, 
on  the  Western  Reserve,  are  to  proceed,  were  stated  in  the  last 
report  to  this  Body.  An  active  and  efficient  supervision,  it  is  believed, 
will  be  exercised  over  our  missionary  operations,  on  the  Reserve, 
under  this  arrangement.  While  the  Trustees  make  all  the  appoint- 
in  iits  of  Missionaries,  and  commission  them  for  the  work,  the 
Board  of  Directors,  who  act  under  their  control,  will  have  the  best 
me  ins  of  judging  as  to  the  field  of  labor,  and  the  amount  of  conpen- 
sation. 

The  mode  of*  conducting  missions  of  the  Western  Reserve,  is,  in 
aom  •  respects,  different  from  that  in  the  old*  States.  Congregations 
are  aided,  as  among  us  ;  but  the  circumstances  of  the  community  re- 
quire that  itineracy,  within  moderate  and  prescribed  limits,  should 
also  lie  allowed.  Beside  his  own  congregation,  a  located  missionary 
is,  in  some  cases,  permitted  to  occupy  a  field  in  his  neighborhood, 
embracing  not  more  than  three  townships.  In  this  wavneu  churches 
can  be  planted,  and  feeble  churches  be  cherished,  until,  eventually,  it 
is  hoped,  every  township  on  the.  Reserve,  will  have  its  church  and  its 
minister,  and  be  able  to  support  religious  institutions,  without  foreign 
aid. 
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No  peculiar  results  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  missionaries  of  this 
Society,  the  past  year.  The  General  Board  say  in  their  Report, 
"  God  has  graciously  blessed  the  labors  of  some  of  our  number,  and 
through  our  humble  instrumentality,  brought  many  sinners  into  the 
fold  of  the  Great  Shepherd."  But  the  year  seems  not  to  have  been  so 
signally  marked,  by  the  enlargement  of  the  churches,  as  were  some 
former  periods,  in  the  history  of  our  Society.  The  arrangements  for 
the  promotion  of  piety  and  salvation,  in  that  section  of  our  country, 
have  never  been  better  than  at  the  present  time.  May  the  Spirit  of 
God  smile  on  our  feeble  attempts,  that  "  glory  may  dwell  in  our 
land." 

In  the  name  of  the  Trustees, 

HORACE  HOOKER,  Secretary. 
Hartford,  June  15,  1835, 


NO.  IV. 

Report  on  the  State  of  Religion. 

From  the  statements  of  the  several  District  Associations,  it  appears 
that  during  the  year  past,  the  State  at  large  has  not  been  blessed  with 
so  extensive  revivals  as  in  some  preceding  years  ;  yet  in  the  aggre- 
gate, the  work  of  grace  has  been  considerable.  The  sections  most 
affected  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  have  been  the  county  of  New  London, 
the  northern  district  of  Hartford  county,  the  northern  district  of  Liteh. 
field  county,  and  the  eastern  and  western  districts  of  New  Haven 
county.  A  number  of  churches  in  these  locations  have  received  large 
accessions.  In  other  parts  of  the  State,  effects  of  divine  grace,  to 
some  extent,  have  been  noticed,  and  some  additions  made  to  the 
churches. 

A  few  places  in  the  western  district  of  New  Haven  have  been  sig- 
nalized by  a  special  revival.  The  account  of  this  work  cannot  be 
better  given  than  in  the  words  of  the  Report  from  that  District. 

"  Some  of  our  churches  have  been  signally  blessed,  and  we  have 
reason  to  rejoice,  that  within  a  short  period,  in  Milford,  North  Mil- 
ford,  Yale  College,  and  other  places  within  our  limits,  two  or  three 
hundred,  as  we  hope,  have  passed  from  death  unto  life.  These  vic- 
tories of  divine  grace  have  stimulated  many  of  God's  people  to  prayer 
and  effort  for  a  general  revival  of  religion. 

"  Through  the  great  mercy  of  God,  Yale  College  has  again  been 
blessed  with  a  powerful  work  of  grace.  It  has  been  strikingly  marked 
by  manifest  answers  to  united,  and  earnest,  and  persevering  prayer. 
During  the  winter,  the  number  of  academical  students  communing 
with  the  college  church,  has  been  about  one  hundred  and  sixty.  A 
few  of  these,  from  the  commencement  of  the  winter  term,  were  so 
deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the  Spirit's  influence,  to  de- 
liver from  the  prevalent  security  in  sin,  and  to  renew  the  heart  to 
repentance,  that  they  continued  to  meet  and  pray,  during  the  term, 
though  they  saw   no  indications  of  special  religious  impression  upon 
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the  body  of  the  students.  Near  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term, 
tlicv  commenced  a  stated  meeting  for  prayer,  every  evening.  The 
number  of  those  who  attended  was,  at  first,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  ; 
but  afterwards  increased  to  a  hundred  and  fifty.  This  meeting  is  con. 
tinued  to  the  present  time.  In  the  early  part  of  March,  a  special 
meeting  of  the  whole  church  was  held,  to  offer  united  supplications 
for  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  on  the  college.  This  was  soon  follow, 
ed  by  a  course  of  frequent  preaching,  in  addition  to  the  stated  minis, 
trations  of  the  Sabbath  ;  upon  which  the  blessing  of  heaven  descen- 
ded, in  a  very  manifest  manner.  A  general  solemnity  pervaded  the 
Institution.  Numbers  were  deeply  impressed  with  a  conviction  of 
guilt ;  and  of  these,  sixty  or  more  have  expressed  a  hope,  that  they 
have  cordially  embraced  the  salvation  of  the  Gospel.  A  solemn  at- 
tendon  to  the  great  interests  of  religion  still  continues ;  especially  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  hopefully  pious,  who  now  constitute  the 
major  part  of  the  whole  college. 

"  The  means  which  have  been  used  during  the  revival,  have  been 
frequent  and  fervent  prayer,  in  the  public  assembly,  in  meetings  of 
the  church,  and  in  various  smaller  circles  ;  preaching  specially  adapt- 
ed  to  the  occasion,  religious  conversation,  and  meetings  called  for  the 
purpose  of  addressing  those  whose  attention  was  more  or  less  awa- 
kened to  the  concerns  of  the  soul.  Though  the  religious  interest  has 
been  deep  and  general,  there  has  been  no  derangement  of  the  regular 
order  and  literary  exercises  of  the  college.  Most  of  those  who  have 
become  hopefully  pious,  are  the  sons  of  parents  who  are  professors  of 
religion. 

"  The  number  of  students  in  the  Theological  Department  of  Yale 
College,  is  between  fifty  and  sixty.  They  have  manifested  a  deep 
interest  in  the  revival  in  the  college,  by  their  prayers  and  active  la- 
bors. As  there  has  heretofore  been  no  provision  to  furnish  them  with 
convenient  rooms  for  lodging  and  study;  the  Christian  community 
have  lately  contributed  about  eight  thousand  dollars,  to  erect  a  build- 
ing for  their  accommodation,  the  foundation  of  which  is  already  laid." 

We  are  pleased  to  learn,  from  the  Report  of  the  Hartford  North 
Association,  that  "  the  Theological  Seminary,  at  East  Windsor,  is  in 
a  promising  state.  It  now  contains  sixteen  students,  and  while  it  is 
rapidly  taking  a  rank  among  sister  institutions,  bids  fair  to  become  an 
instrument  of  advancing  the  cause  of  Christ  in  our  own  and  heathen 
lands." 

Among  the  evils  to  be  deplored,  is  a  fearful  increase  of  the  profa- 
nation of  the  Sabbath,  by  travelling  and  vain  recreation.  While  look- 
ing at  this  alarming  sin,  we  feel  some  encouragement  in  the  contem- 
plation of  a  deep  anxiety  manifestly  a\\  akened  in  the  pious,  concerning 
the  desecration  of  Cod's  holy  day.  It  is  with  surprise,  we  learn,  that 
in  some  churches  the  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  is  hardly  observed  ; 
and  with  deep  regret  we  hear,  that  in  many  of  those  in  which  it  is 
observed,  the  attendance  is  very  small.  While  we  speak  of  this  with 
pain  and  trembling,  we  rejoice  to  know  that  other  churches  attend  this 
season  of  devotion  with  great  punctuality,  and  make  constant  contri- 
butions to  Foreign  Missions.  Another  evil  is  looked  at  with  dismay: 
The   spirit   of  innovation  and   instability,  pervading   a  large   mass  of 
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our  Ecclesiastical  Societies,  renders  the  dismission  of  ministers  fre- 
quent, and  their  ministrations  comparatively  unsuccessful.  The  ene- 
mies of  religion  are  encouraged  to  great  intrigue — parishes  are  sub- 
jected to  much  turmoil  and  much  expense — and  the  want  of  home 
with  which  ministers  are  threatened,  operates  as  a  powerful  restraint 
upon  an  entrance  into  the  sacred  profession. 

In  general,  the  churches  seem  to  enjoy  peace,  though  some  speak 
of  trials  ;  and  we  rejoice  to  hear  that  some  feel  more  deeply  than  ever 
the  importance  of  discipline.  Though  the  congregations  are  reported 
as  undiminished,  still  a  conviction  seems  to  be  felt,  that  a  larger  pro- 
portion than  formerly,  of  the  population  of  the  State,  neglect  public 
worship. 

The  several  religious  enterprises  of  the  day,  to  which  both  the 
labors  and  pecuniary  contributions  of  the  people  are  devoted,  have 
been  well  sustained,  and  we  should  think,  with  growing  zeal  and 
liberality. 

Intemperance  struggles  hard  to  maintain  its  existence  in  our  com- 
munity ;  and  its  avaricious  patrons  are  bold  and  obstinate.  The  effect 
of  these  things  is  however  cheering.  Reformers  are  more  confirmed 
in  their  purposes,  and  more  active  and  successful  in  their  labors. 

The  commissioners  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  state,  that  the  last  year  has  not  been  so  distinguished  for  revi- 
vals of  religion  as  many  of  the  preceding  years ;  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  cause  of  Christian  benevolence  is,  on  the  whole,  advancing. 
The  friends  of  Missionary,  Bible,  Tract,  and  Education  Societies,  are 
becoming  more  numerous  and  more  efficient.  Sabbath-schools  are 
regarded  with  extensive  favor,  and  exerting  a  most  promising  influ- 
ence. While  there  is  much  to  deplore,  there  is  also  gracious  evidence 
of  the  continued  protection  and  care  of  the  King  of  Zion  over  the 
interests  of  his  ransomed  church. 

The  brethren  from  Massachusetts  inform  us,  that  although  the  spe- 
cial energies  of  the  Divine  Spirit  are  not  generally  enjoyed,  yet  in 
Bible-classes  and  Sabbath-schools,  over  four  hundred  have  been  hope- 
fully brought  into  the  fold  of  the  Great  Shepherd ;  that  Williams  and 
Amherst  Colleges  have  both  been  visited  with  divine  influences  ;  that 
the  Theological  Seminary,  at  Andover,  continues  to  enjoy  the  peculiar 
smiles  of  Heaven ;  that  the  cause  of  temperanae  steadily  advances  ; 
that  benevolent  institutions  are  liberally  and  cordially  sustained  ;  and 
that  in  view  of  the  Lord's  mercies  they  have  occasion  greatly  to  re- 
joice. 

From  the  General  Convention  of  Vermont  we  learn,  that  of  the 
two  hundred  and  ten  churches  connected  with  the  Convention,  ninety- 
two  are  feeble — which,  however,  are  anxious  to  support  themselves  ; 
that  the  Vermont  Domestic  Missionary  Society  is  waking  up  to  their 
aid  ;  that  revivals  have  been  enjoyed  in  Middlebury  College,  and  in 
a  number  of  towns  in  the  State ;  that  various  errors  prevail  in  the 
waste  places;  and  that  there  is  much  occasion  for  renewed  humility, 
prayer,  and  resolution  in  the  service  of  the  Great  Redeemer. 

The  General  Association  of  New  Hampshire  reports,  that  within 
the  year  past,  all  the  churches  in  one  of  its  District  Associations,  and 
many  other  churches  in  the  State,  have  been  copiously  refreshed  by 
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showers  of  divine  grace.  Seventy  feeble  Societies  receive  aid  from 
the  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  while  fifty -two,  unaided,  support 
the  Gospel.  In  addition,  the  affecting  and  appalling  fact  is  stated, 
that  New  Hampshire  contains  a  hundred  towns  in  which  no  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  of  our  denomination,  is  to  be  found.  Many  of  these 
are  desolations,  where  formerly  flourishing  churches  existed. 

By  the  Evangelical  Consociation  of  Rhode  Island  it  is  reported  to 
us,  that  their  churches  are  increased  in  number  and  activity ;  that 
Home  Missions,  the  Temperance  enterprise,  and  the  Tract  distribu- 
tion, have  received  a  good  degree  of  attention,  and  have  been  marked 
with  success. 

An  Ecclesiastical  Body  has  been  recently  organized,  called  "  The 
Congregational  Association  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  and  it  has  at 
this  session  been  received  into  correspondence  with  this  General  Asso- 
ciation. Their  delegate  reports,  that  it  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
Association  to  collect  the  many  churches  which  are  yet  disconnected 
with  any  ecclesiastical  body,  that  their  real  situation  may  be  known ; 
that  the  great  objects  of  Christian  enterprise  are  patronized  by  the 
churches  generally  ;  that  a  few  revivals  of  a  very  interesting  charac- 
ter have  been  experienced  ;  that  the  prospects  of  the  churches  which 
had  been  formerly  affected  by  divisions,  are  considered  promising  ;  and 
that  they  are  encouraged  by  a  condition  already  more  favorable  to 
their  spiritual  prosperity. 

On  the  whole,  the  review  of  every  year  is  a  review  of  sin — of 
short-comings  in  ministerial  and  ecclesiastical  duty ;  but  withal,  a 
review  of  the  forbearance,  and  loving-kindness  and  grace  of  our  God. 
In  him  would  we  put  our  trust,  and  with  renovated  prayer  and  labor 
press  into  the  duties  of  another  year,  hoping  at  the  close  of  it  to  sing 
a  new  song  to  the  praise  of  his  grace. 
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Unsettled  Ministers  and  Licentiates. 


1.  Hartford  North  Association. 


Licentiates. 
Samuel  Porter,  Farmington. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
Horace  Hooker,  Hartford. 
Thomas  H.  Gallaudet,  do. 
William  W.  Turner,        do. 
Enoch  Burt,  Manchester. 
Isaac  Porter,  Granby. 
John  Bartlett,  Bloomfield. 
Bennet  Tyler,  D.  D.,  Pres.  Theol.  Inst. 
East  Windsor. 
Jonathan  Cogswell,  Prof.  Theol.  Inst. 
East  Windsor. 

2.  Hartford  South  Association. 

Unsettled  Ministers.  Licentiates. 

|  William  Whittlesey,  New  Britain. 

3.  New  Haven  West  Association. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  LL.  D.  Pres.  Yale 

College. 
Nathaniel  W.  Taylor,  D.  D.  Prof.Theo. 

Yale  College. 
John  E.  Bray,  sta.  sup.  Humphreysville 
Mark  Mead,  sta.  sup.  Lyme. 
E.  Goodrich  Smith,  New  Haven. 
Simeon   S.   Jocelyn,  sta.  sup.  African 

Church,  New  Haven. 


Licentiates. 
John  B.  Lyman, 
Ray  Palmer, 
S.  W.  Magill, 
Henry  N.  Day, 
Alfred  Newton, 
Henry  B.  Camp, 
Oliver  E.  Daggett, 
John  N.  Goodhue, 
Charles  T.  Gilbert, 
Thomas  N.  Welles, 
Benjamin  Lockwood, 
B.  B.  Newton, 
James  R.  Davenport, 
David  C.  Comstock, 
Lyman  H.  Atwater, 
Edward  O.  Dunning, 
Samuel  Beman, 
William  B.  Backus. 

4.  New  Haven  East  Association. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
James  Noyes,  Wallingford. 
David  Smith,  Durham. 
David  Metcalf, 

Charles  J.  Hinsdale,  Meriden. 
William  J.  Boardman,  Goshen,  Mass. 
C.  A.  Goodrich,  Yale  College. 
Sanford  Lawton,  Monson,  Mass. 
Daniel  Goodsell,  East  Haven. 


Licentiates. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
Horatio  Waldo, 
Charles  Hyde, 
R.  Landfcar. 


5.  New  London  Association. 

Licentiates. 
Stephen  Ellis,  Jun. 
Elisha  C.  Jones. 
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6.  Fairfield  West  Association. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
Isaac  Lewis,  D.  D.,  Greenwich. 
John  Noyes,  Weston. 
Isaac  Lewis,  Jun.,  New  York  City. 
William  Bonney,  New  Canaan. 
William  Belden,  New  York  City. 
Benaiah  Y.  Morse,  Fishkill,  N.  Y. 
John  H.  Hunter,  Fairfield. 
George  H.  Hulin,  Norwalk. 

Fairfield  East  Association 


Licentiates. 
William  B.  Sherwood,  Greenwich 
Gilbert  L.  Smith,  Sharon. 
A.  Hamilton  Bishop,  New  Haven. 


7. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
Jonathan  Bartlett,  Reading. 
Samuel  Phelps,  Ridgefield. 


Licentiates. 
Hezekial  G.  Urlbrd. 


8.  Windham  Association. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
Eliphalet  Lyman,  Woodstock. 
Amzi  Benedict,  Newton,  Mass. 
William  Bushnell,  Saybrook. 
Otis  Lane,  Southbridge,  Mass. 
John  Whipple,  Dixmont,  Me. 


Licentiates. 


9.  Litchfield  North  Association. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
Timothy  Stone,  Cornwall. 
Burr  Baldwin,  New  Hartford. 
Asahel  Gaylord,  Norfolk. 


Licentiates. 
|  John  T.  Pepper,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
|  Milo  N.  Miles,  Ellsworth. 
I  Charles  T.  Prentice,  Canaan. 
|  Ephraim  Lyman,  Goshen. 


10.  Litchfield  South  Association. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
Joshua  Williams,  Middletown. 
Paul  Couch,  Dorchester,  Mass. 


Licentiates. 
Merrit  S.  Piatt,  New  Milford. 
Isaac  W.  Warner,  Plymouth. 
George  T.  Todd,  New  Milford. 


11.  Middlesex  Association. 
Unsettled  Ministers.  Licentiates. 

12.  Tolland  Association. 


Unsettled  Ministers. 
N.  B.  Bcardsley,  Somers. 
Joseph  P.  Tyler,  Griswold. 
Lavius  Hyde,  Stockbridge,  Mass. 


Licentiates. 
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